














Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs reaching the county. Tullamore
Travellerss Movement delivers one
such project targeting the Traveller
population in the county, but primarily
in Tullamore. There are also Community
Development Projects in the towns of
Edenderry and Portarlington with the
latter serving the community in both
Laois and Offaly.

Community and
Family Resource Centres

There are two such projects funded by
the Family Support Agency in the town
of Clara and in Arden View, Tullamore.

Local and Rural Development
Companies

Three local development companies
(OAK Partnership, Tullamore Wider
Options and West Offaly Partnership)
have responsibility for delivery of the
Social Inclusion Programme in two
thirds of the county and for extending
the programme countywide. The Offaly
LEADER company has responsibility
for the EU funded LEADER
programme and the National Rural
Development Programme. Under the
cohesion process it is anticipated that
these companies and programmes will
be merged under a single unified
county structure.

KEY ISSUES ARISING

A significant proportion of the population of the county experience
disadvantage and exclusion. Groups that experience disadvantage normally
experience inequality in accessing sports provision. Addressing inequality in
sport can have wider social impacts.

There is a host of structures in the county outside of the mainstream
sports structures that can impact positively on sports development if
engaged in the sports development process.
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